19th November 2018
@OasisAcademies

Dear Parents/Carers

We have had a fantastic start to term 2! I know from some of you that the children have been
coming home and talking about some of what they have been learning.
Week 1 was a special Remembrance week. Each class learned about a Trowbridge solder who
lost their life in the First World War. They drew portraits, wrote diary entries and letters home as
a way of trying to understand the soldiers’ experience in the trenches.
Week 2 was our incredible science week. It began with an explosive chemistry assembly from
the University of Bath, followed by a session in the planetarium for each child. We were
incredibly lucky to have had the support from the University of Bath who ran some amazing
activities for us.
Please read on to find out more about what we have been doing. Articles are written by children
in Key Stage 2.

Schools Remember
By Year 4
On Thursday 8th November over three
hundred pupils from nine schools went to the
Town Park.
We were there to commemorate 100 years
since WW1 ended. Year Four represented
OALM. We began with a Peace March to
remember the poor soldiers who passed
away. We marched twice around the park and
then lined up next to the bandstand. Four
students from Clarendon read poems about
the terrible war, One was called ‘In Flanders’
Fields’. After that came two minutes silence to
think about those soldiers, followed by a girl
playing The Last Post on the trumpet.

David Birks from Trowbridge Museum spoke
about soldiers from Trowbridge. It was very
moving. All nine schools sang ‘Make me a
Channel of your Peace’ and laid a wreath on
the War memorial. We had made our wreath
from recycled plastic lids.
It was a very special day which I will not
forget.

Academy News
Chemistry Assembly University Visit
By Year 5
Yesterday we enjoyed a science assembly
run by Andrew and Iona from the University
of Bath.
First Andrew used tennis balls to show how
particles in solids, liquids and gases move.
Next he poured liquid nitrogen on the floor
(this was –198 degrees C– amazing!). It
immediately vaporised into gas– I felt some
on my ankle! He warned us that there would
be a loud noise - and used the gas to pop a
balloon. Then he used the super cool liquid,
which is colder than anything in nature, to
shrink 5 balloons and fit them in a bowl.
He froze some flowers so they crumbled,
and a banana so he could smash it with a
hammer. It smashed into little pieces like a
plate of glass. It blew my mind!
Finally, Andrew used the liquid nitrogen to
make vanilla ice cream from custard. He
currently holds the World record for the
shortest time to make ice cream. This time it
took him about seventeen seconds!
It was a fantastic start to our science week!

Bath Racing Workshop
Year 6 were incredibly lucky to take part in a
engineering workshop run especially for us by
Team Bath Formula Racing team– the first
British student team to win an international
Formula Racing
Championship.
The children all got
to see the
incredible car
(pictured) and
learned about the
science behind
racing cars. Please
ask them what they
learned!

By Robert Budny (Y6) and Nadia Radu (Y5).
On 14th November we were fortunate enough
to go to Bath University. We travelled by a
silver coach and when we arrived we went into
the Milner Centre for Evolution which had
fossils in its marble steps. We were taken on a
tour of the university by student ambassadors
and later interviewed our guides. After lunch we
learned about evolution by digging for fossils
and looking through microscopes.
We were joined by HRH Prince Edward who is
the chancellor of the University of Bath. He
spoke to some of us and asked us what we had
learned. Nadia said she had ‘always to work
hard and then you will succeed’. We feel lucky
that we got to go on the amazing trip.

Coming Up Soon
DATE

DETAILS

20th November Whole School pantomime—
Robin Hood
23rd November Mufti Day, in exchange for a
Jolly Jar, Chocolate or Bottle
for our School fayre
23rd November Black Friday Film Night—
Tickets available in the office
24th November OALM Choir Trowbridge
Christmas Lights
28th/29th
November

Parent/teacher meetings–
please sign up

8th December

OALM Christmas Fayre.

