
Oasis Academy Longmeadow Curriculum Statement: Writing 

Intent- Why our Children Learn to Write 

We want our children to write fluently and coherently so that they can communicate their ideas and 

emotions to others.  We want children to be able write effectively, and to be able to adapt the style 

and the tome of their writing for different purposes. We want them to be able to participate fully in 

society, as without the ability to record what they think and want people are effectively 

disempowered and disenfranchised.  

Intent: What Children Learn to Write and When. (For further detail see Writing Curriculum 

documents) 

As children move through EYFS to Year 1, they continue to learn to encode the sounds they hear in 

words (spelling skills), develop the physical skill needed for handwriting, and learn how to organise 

their ideas in writing. By the start of year 2 they can record sequences of sentences they have 

composed orally, form letters correctly and make phonetically plausible attempts at spelling, as well 

as knowing how to spell the words from the year 1 list. By year 2 children begin to meet extra 

challenges in terms of spelling and learn that there is not always an obvious connection between the 

way a word is said and the way it is spelt Pupils handwriting skills need to become more fluent so 

that they are able to write down their ideas. They begin to understand that writing is used for 

different purposes and to adapt their writing accordingly. They also begin to incorporate narrative 

and descriptive language in their writing. In years 3 and 4 children are taught to write down their 

ideas with a reasonable degree of accuracy and with good sentence punctuation.  Their vocabulary, 

their grasp of sentence structure and their knowledge of linguistic terminology are developed. They 

begin to enhance the effectiveness of and increase the range of their writing with more varied 

grammar, vocabulary and narrative structures. Children begin to understand how writing can be 

different from speech. They develop joined and writing for most of their writing and are beginning to 

write fast enough to keep pace with what they want to say.  

In year 5 and 6 are supported to write down their ideas quickly using grammar and punctuation that 

is broadly accurate. They are taught to use what they know about spelling in English to spell new 

words using the same structures and patterns.  Pupils’ knowledge of language, gained from stories, 

plays, poetry, non-fiction and textbooks supports their facility as writers. As in years 3 and 4, pupils 

should be taught to enhance the effectiveness of their writing as well as their competence. 

By the end of year 6, pupils’ reading, and writing should be sufficiently fluent and effortless for them 

to manage the general demands of the curriculum in year 7, across all subjects and not just in 

English, but there will continue to be a need for pupils to learn subject-specific vocabulary. They 

should be able to reflect their understanding of the audience for and purpose of their writing by 

selecting appropriate vocabulary and grammar. 

As children progress through the school our curriculum ensures that they become familiar with and 

skilled at writing for a range of different purposes. Children’s knowledge of non-fiction text types is 

systematically developed. Children also learn to write a range of different story types. 

 

 

 

 



Implementation: How Children are Taught to Write. 

Children in Years 1 to 6 are taught to write fiction using the Write Stuff approach.  Write Stuff is 
based on two guiding principles; teaching sequences that slide between experience days and 
sentence stacking lessons. With modelling at the heart of them, the sentence stacking lessons are 
broken into bite-sized chunks and taught under the structural framework of The Writing Rainbow. 
Teachers prepare children for writing by modelling the ideas, grammar or techniques of composition 
and effect. At the end of the unit children apply their learning during an independent write. 
Assessments of children’s independent work informs plans for next terms as units are adapted 
accordingly.   

The Write Stuff Units use high quality children’s literature as models and stimuli. Texts are chosen to 

be relevant to children and to capture their interest and stimulate their imagination. Where 

appropriate we make contextual links to other subjects to provide meaningful context and help 

children consolidate and connect learning across the curriculum. 

Our teaching of non-fiction is planned in ways which are proven to support children who are learning 

with English as an additional language (about 25% of our children) and children who come from 

language and literacy poor backgrounds, while also challenging confident and fluent writers. We 

explicitly link writing to other curriculum subjects. This provides a familiar and meaningful context and 

helps children make links, applying language, knowledge and understanding across the curriculum. 

We work hard to find opportunities for children to write for real purposes- such as letters to decision 

makers.  We teach children to write for a particular purpose, for example to explain or persuade. We 

build up the specific language knowledge and skills for writing for each purpose as pupils revisit them. 

This is carefully scheduled and planned.  Within each unit pupils write a particular ‘text-type’, for 

example a letter or leaflet which provides a clear framework for structure and composition. Text types 

are carefully chosen to systematically build up children’s experience of non-fiction. Children study 6 

non-fiction units each year (1 per term).  Two new text types are introduced each year from years 1 

to 4, and children also have the opportunity to consolidate and develop understanding of text types 

they have written previously. Non-fiction units are taught over a 2-week period: during the first week 

children analyse the structural and linguistic features of the text type and rehearse grammar and 

punctuation they will need to write their own versions. In the second week children plan and draft 

their own piece of writing, applying the features of the text type. 

Higher attainers are challenged by being supported to ‘deepen the moment’, adding detail, refining 

and applying previous skills, while remaining within the focus point of the lesson. 

Prompts and scaffolds are provided through inspiration pages which enable all children to meet the 

objectives of the lesson.  

 Each term children will study 1 fiction unit followed by one week’s independent writing and one non-

fiction unit. They apply their non-fiction skills to writing across the curriculum.  

 

Spelling 

Phonics (and recognition of common ’tricky’ words) is taught daily in Reception and Key Stage 1, 

following progression outlined in Letters and Sounds (see above). Children are taught to apply their 

phonics to spelling, in addition to decoding, words and to spell common exception ‘tricky ‘words.  In 

Key Stage 2, spelling is taught 3 times each week, using a teach- practice-apply sequence. Children 

learn and apply rules and also learn to spell the common exception words from the National 



Curriculum Appendices. A problem-solving approach is used in which children are helped to find 

patterns, deduce rules and make links between words with the same roots and etymology.  

Homework is used to provide further opportunities for children to practice and learn spellings. 

Children are assessed at the end of each week before a new rule is taught.  

Handwriting 

Handwriting is taught and practiced through spelling as children observe and practice the correct 

letter formation and joins. It is also taught discreetly, developing understanding and skill 

systematically through the teaching of ‘families’ of letter formation and joins. To build fluency, pace 

and stamina children practice handwriting at least twice each week. We know that teaching children 

to write neatly and fluently can be a powerful driver for raising standards in literacy. We have seen 

how success in improving handwriting boosts confidence and motivation and increases children’s 

sense of pride in their work.  We use the ISHA (Improving Schools through Handwriting and Art) 

resources and programme as the basis for our provision.  

Impact: 

Standards in writing are improving because many worked examples are provided over the year that 

extend understanding through a wide range of genres and non-fiction text types. Children have a clear 

view of what high quality writing looks like and their learning is structured clearly, and misconceptions 

dealt with. Pupils know how to improve their writing and make it more focussed and actionable 

feedback is provided to guide their learning. Children learn the conventions of fiction and non-fiction 

writing and understand how to build, plan and complete a piece of writing. 

They learn and apply ambitious tier 2 vocabulary and, increasingly, use grammar, punctuation and 

structure to make their meaning clear  

Children understand that when they are writing, they are sending a message to a reader or audience. 

By the end of upper Key Stage 2 they know how to adapt their writing to achieve different purposes, 

for example to entertain, inform, explain or persuade, or create mood and tone. They have had several 

relevant and purposeful opportunities to do so. 

Further accelerating the progress all children, especially some of our disadvantaged children and 

children learning with SEND remains a priority for us.   A further priority is to ensure that children with 

high prior attainment to maintain good progress and achieve all they are capable of.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


