
Oasis Academy Longmeadow Curriculum Statement: Religious Education 

 

Why our children learn RE 

The National Association of Teachers of Religious Education (NATRE) state: “learning in RE 

helps to underpin the development of respect and tolerance and supports school values and 

the preparation of pupils for life in modern Britain.”  

 

Oasis Academy Longmeadow’s intent is for our pupils to gain knowledge and understanding 

of different religions and cultures, and an empathy with people and their beliefs. We do this 

through the delivery of the Discovery RE scheme. Where applicable, we encourage children 

to make connections between their learning and the OCL 9 habit and OAL’s school motto - 

love laugh learn. Discovery RE’s enquiry-based scheme will develop children’s critical thinking 

skills and increase their motivation to learn about different religions. The knowledge gained 

from the study of world religions, and the reflection and evaluation they will take part in, will 

increase their respect and acceptance of those from different cultures and beliefs. Discovery 

RE marries well with Oasis academy’s overall aim to help children work out who they are and 

who they want to be. 

 

Intent – What our children learn in RE 

The children learn about the religions and revisit and build on learning in a following year 

group. In each year group, children build on and develop their knowledge of the Christian 

Faith in three units over the year. In addition to Christianity, each year group will be taught 

three units studying on other religion as below: 

Hinduism is taught in year 3 and 5 

Judaism is taught in year 1 and 4 

Islam is taught in year 2 and year 6  *During 2020/2021 school Year 6 children will be taught 

Islam and Hinduism to help them catch up from missed work in year 5. We believe this will 

assist them when transitioning to secondary school.   

 

Each Key Stage allows children to  

a) Investigate the beliefs and practices of religions and other world views 

b) Investigate how religions and other world views address questions of meaning, purpose 

and value 

c) Investigate how religions and other world views influence morality, identity and diversity. 

 

The essence of RE in EYFS is to develop their curiosity, questioning and spirituality. We aim to 

enable them to gain knowledge, skills and experience that supports their on-going 

development in religious education. RE in EYFS can add to all the areas of learning but 

particularly self-confidence and self-awareness and understanding the world – people and 

communities and the world. RE is not only taught in RE lessons but also in various topics 

through the year including their festival topic. 

 

 

 



In KS1 Children build on the introductions to each of the six main religions given in EYFS. They 

learn facts about religions and explore universal concepts like belonging and forgiveness and 

link these to themselves and their lives.  They start to think through the enquiry question 

using facts and can see there can be more than one answer. 

 

In KS2 Children develop their previous learning delving deeper into religious knowledge, 

beliefs and concepts previously visited in past year groups. Children are able to link their own 

opinions to those of others and see that others may have different ideas and opinions. 

Children can compare and contrast within and between religions and learn to use evidence 

to answer enquiries. 

 

At OAL, we are setting children up to make a smooth transition to secondary. Using the 

Discovery RE enquiry based scheme and holding children to account for their own active 

learning, we are enabling children to become analytical thinkers who can apply knowledge 

and skills, make comparisons and answer enquiries. 

 

Implementation – How we teach RE 

Religious Education is taught through Discovery RE units using an enquiry-based model. We 

chose this scheme of work as the enquiry approach required children to retain their 

knowledge and apply it to the key question. This allows children’s critical thinking skills to be 

developed, their motivation to learn increased, and their knowledge and understanding of, 

and empathy with people and their beliefs, religious or otherwise, will be enhanced. Discovery 

RE’s approach takes very seriously the philosophy that children are free to make their own 

choices and decisions concerning religion and belief. RE does not try to persuade but rather 

to inform and develop the skills with which reflection and evaluation can take place. 

Each term the children learn about one religion. The sequence of lessons ensure subject 

knowledge, depth and builds on prior learning. Discovery RE advocates an enquiry model 4-

step approach as the basis for implementation – step 1 engagement, step 2 investigation, step 

3 evaluation, step 4 expression. Every unit (enquiry) is based around a key question. Each 

term, the children experience an engagement lesson which links to the religion but relates to 

their own lives i.e. belonging. The following two or three lessons teach knowledge about the 

religion and start providing evidence needed to solve the term’s enquiry. The final lessons of 

the topic include time consider and formulated answers to the key enquiry question, express 

their opinions and reflect on their learning. In addition, end of topic quizzes are given in the 

final lesson in line with other humanity lessons across the school. Teachers adjust plans and 

add lessons to gap fill or combine lessons where they feel it is appropriate.  

 

  

Over the term, following the Discovery RE steps, children are able to build up subject 

knowledge which they then apply to the enquiry question, rather than this knowledge being 

an end in itself. Each individual lesson encourages children to think about and ask questions 

linked to the religion being studied and the overall enquiry to be answered over the term In 

addition to this, teachers start each lesson with OAL’s ‘Do Now’ challenge continuing the 

expectation that knowledge must be actively retained by pupils.    



 

By using Discovery RE, Oasis Longmeadow pupils focus on critical thinking skills, on personal 

reflection into the child’s own thoughts and feelings, on growing subject knowledge and 

nurturing spiritual development. 

 

Impact 

Monitoring and evaluation through observations of lessons, book scrutinies and moderation 

of assessments and discussion with pupils show that children are developing a secure 

understanding of key knowledge and concepts. Pupils enjoy RE and it has a strong profile 

within the wider school the curriculum  

Children develop a broad and balanced understanding of the main religions at an age 

appropriate level. Carefully tailored use of Discovery RE matched with sequenced scaffolding 

and revisiting of learning means that children are developing longer-term knowledge and 

understanding. They are able to make connections in their learning over time, relating what 

they have learned about different religious beliefs, people, festivals and events within 

religions, and between different religions. They are able to make connections with their own 

lives and the values lived out in the Oasis ‘Nine Habits. ‘ 

Pupils are beginning to develop a knowledge, tolerance and understanding of different 

religions and beliefs.  Children are learning that people of different religions are just like them 

in many ways. This is of particular importance in our community which has low levels of 

religious and cultural diversity.  Children learn about important religious role models from the 

past and the present. They learn about the positive ways people of different religions impact 

our world through living out values such as charity, hope and compassion.  

Impact is assessed through assessment for learning in each lesson, weekly ‘Do Now’ 

challenges check children have retained prior learning.  At the end of each unit quizzes assess 

the knowledge children have gained about religion and termly reflections demonstrate how 

they understand and apply ideas to their own lives and beliefs. 

 

 

 


