
Progression in Knowledge, Understanding and Skills in Geography 

 Topic Locational Knowledge 
(Where something is) 

Place Knowledge 
(What it is like) 

Human and 
Physical 
geography 

Fieldwork skills  Map work  Communicating 
geography 

        

Year R Out and About 
 
(Do through 
regular walks and 
seasonal 
observation and 
discussion rather 
than as discrete 
topic) 

Know that the places 
studied are near 
school places that are 
near school. Know 
that the school is in 
Trowbridge.  
 

Know that 
Trowbridge is a Town 
Know about  
geography of 
immediate locality to 
school: Identify key 
places and features  

Recognise features 
of human 
geography: road, 
house, playground, 
and park. 
Describe and 
compare  and daily 
weather patterns 

Record photos of 
different kinds of 
houses and facilities 
in local area. 

 
 

Use geographical 
vocabulary:  
near far, street, 
etc. 

The World About 
Us  
(Hot and Cold) 

Locate that Arctic and 
Antarctic and north 
and South poles 
 
Locate Africa and 
understand it is hot  

Identify physical features of Arctic and 
Antarctic  Know some human geographical 
features including permanent settlement 
and Inuit economic activity egg hunting in 
arctic and temporary science bases in 
Antarctic. 
(Know about arctic and Antarctic as 
habitats- identify animals that live there) 
As above for Africa 
 

  Use geographical 
vocabulary egg 
iceberg, 
mountain, 
ocean, desert,  

In the Garden Identify locations of 
different areas of 
school playground or 
town park 

Describe the 
different parts of the 
garden/park or 
compare 
park/playground- say 
what is the same and 
different. (egg 
sunny/shady, 
quiet/,busy, 
hard/soft) 

Know about 
Seasonal and daily 
weather patterns 

Use fieldwork- 
tallies and 
observation to 
record features and 
animals in locations 
within school 
grounds. 

Read, use, draw, 
annotate oblique 
maps of garden 
/park. 

Use geographical 
vocabulary to 
name describe 
different areas 
and facilities. 
E.g. flower bed, 
playground, 
café, shed also 
damp, shady etc. 



All at Sea Locate the 5 oceans. 
Locate the Caribbean.   

 .   Use (oblique) maps to 
(egg treasure maps) 
to locate places and 
follow routes. 
Use the 4 points of 
the compass. 

Use basic 
geographical 
vocab: ocean , 
sea island cliff, 
storm, etc. 

Year 1/2 My Town 
Trowbridge 

Know that 
Trowbridge is a Town 
Recognise featires of 
human Geography 
Name and locate 4 
countries of the UK 
and their capitals 
Locate Trowbridge in 
England. Identify 
nearby and known  
places Bath, Bristol., 
Weymouth 
Recognise some 
places which are 
close and some which 
are far away. 
Locate school on 
larger scale map of 
Trowbridge and 
recognise position in 
relation to other 
places- Town park, 
Tesco’s.   
Use google maps to 
identify Trowbridge 
in relation to some 
other places nearby 
(towns and cities). 
Distinguish between 
town and country 
 

Know features (human and physical) of 
Trowbridge.  
Shires Shopping centre and Shops, town 
park, County Hall and library, Tesco’s, 
station, river Biss, biss meadows 
Group features in different ways egg y 
purpose; shopping, leisure transport, 
natural. 
Compare and contrast places. Busy/quiet, 
natural/built-up. Old/modern 
Know the difference between a town, city 
and village. Know Trowbridge is a town and 
Bath is a City. 
Identify some transport links with 
Trowbridge and between Trowbridge and 
other places: eg How could you get to 
Weymouth/ Bath?  

Use geographical 
survey- tallies to 
record amenities. 
Record as 
pictogram/ bar 
chart. 

Revisit comparing 
oblique and plan 
views to understand 
simple maps . Locate 
places and follow 
routes. 
Begin to use 4 
compass points to 
describe places in 
relation to each 
other. 
Use satellite image 
Recognise plan views 
of objects and places 
(link to aerial photos). 
Compare with maps. 
Begin to identify 
features and follow 
routes in simple maps 

 



Christmas Down 
Under 

Locate Australia in 
Sothern hemisphere 

Know that Seasons in Australia are 
‘opposite’ to UK. (Southern and Northern 
hemispheres. 
Know about climate in Australia.  
Learn about some physical features of 
Australia: outback, Great barrier reef, ayers’ 
rock 
Describe Human features of Sydney and 
Bondi beach (economic and  leisure 
activities- egg tourism and surfing, shark 
net, lifeguards, cafes) 
Locate other places linked to children’s 
heritage-eg Poland 
 

Visit to Longleat.  
Make careful 
observations  
Link conditions for 
certain animals to 
natural habitats- eg 
meer cats, aquarium 
and rays, reptile 
house. 

Use Atlases to locate 
places. Use google 
maps aand satellite 
photos at small  scale 

Apply knowledge 
to wrrite 
postcard from 
chrstmas day at 
Bondi beach 

Safari Name the oceans and 
continents 
Name some specific 
habitats- eg Artc, 
savannah, Rainforest 
and Locate and locate 
the continents they 
may be found on 
globe/ world map 
Use 4 compass points 
to describe where 
continents are in 
relation to each 
other. 
 

Describe  particular habitats including 
weather patterns (climate) and plants and 
animals found there. 
Identify some key features which might be 
found there, eg icebergs, sand dunes 
Use a range of sources including photos, 
books, videos to find out what places are 
like. 
 
 

Visit to Longleat.  
Make careful 
observations  
Link conditions for 
certain animals to 
natural habitats- eg 
meer cats, aquarium 
and rays, reptile 
house. 
 

Use Atlases to locate 
places. Use google 
maps and satellite 
photos at large and 
small scale 
Use map to locate 
position at Longleat 
with support. 

Use geographical 
language to 
describe location 
and features of 
habitats 
Use drawings 
and mapwork to 
show knowledge 

Year 3 Mountains Name and locate 
mountains and 
mountain ranges in 
the United Kingdom 
and the wider world 

 Know key features 
of Mountains and 
vocabulary to 
describe them. (egg 
peak, ridge)  
Know about earth’s 
layers. 

 Use atlases and 
satellite images (egg 
Google maps) to 
locate mountains and 
ranges. Identify which 
continents / countries 
different mountains 
are in.  

Use diagrams 
and models to 
record 
information. 



Know how 
mountains are 
formed  
Understand the 
process of volcanic 
eruption 

Farming Locate different 
climatic regions. 
Locate countries 
where different crops 
are grown. 
Locate farms near 
Trowbridge 
. 
 
 

Know about some  farming processes 
including dairy farming, sowing, harvesting,  
Recognise the features and functions of 
different places on a farm- dairy, barns, 
fields, pasture. 
Know about different kinds of farming 
including arable dairy, organic, intensive. 
Identify which crops are and are not grown 
in UK. 9eg rice, tropical fruits)   

Farm visit record 
different crops and 
livestock- present 
data as table and 
graph. 
Supermarket visit- 
identify countries of 
origin of products 

Use atlases to locate 
countries where 
produce is from. 
Consider how makes 
journey to UK. 
Read and create 
maps of farms visited- 
use simple keys... 

Record 
information in a 
range of ways 
including 
timeline, maps, 
charts and 
graphs 

Year 4/5  Chocolate Name and Locate 
Ghana, Accra and 
Min. 
Recognise that have a 
tropical climate and 
identify the tropics of 
cancer and Capricorn 
in relation to the 
equator.  

Compare and 
contrast between 
Min, Accra.  
Compare urban and 
rural Ghana and 
modern and 
traditional life within 
country.  
Compare and 
contrast Cocoa Use 
photos  

Understand physical 
geography of 
Ghana- tropical 
climate, rainforest. 
Understand the 
process of farming, 
harvesting. 
Compare farming 
chocolate with 
farming in UK.  

 Use maps and atlases. 
Use google maps and 
satellite imagery at 
different scales. 

Record and 
present 
information 
through 
diagrams (flow 
carts, double 
bubble) 

Forests 
Not doing 21/22 
as covered by 
Y4/5 20/21 
 
 

Name and locate 
different forest 
biomes- arboreal, 
tropical, and 
temperate. 

Compare and contrast physical features of 
rain forest and temperate forests.  
Identify parts of forests: canopy, forest floor 
Develop geographical vocabulary to 
describe forests. 
Understand importance of forests 
(diversity, habitat) and how people seek to 
protect forests 
Understand issues around deforestation- 
causes and consequences.  

Conduct field work 
in woodlands to 
observe, measure 
and record physical 
features. Use 
sketches. present 
data in graphs 

Use atlases to locate 
biomes. 
 Mark on world map. 

Communicate 
understanding 
through 
persuasive letter 
(RAN Rainforest 
heroes 
campaign) 



Recognise and explain how can protect 
forests (egg Sustainable palm oil, recycled 
paper 
(link with science- forest habitat- identify d 
species found in UK forests) 

London Locate London in 
map of UK 
Locate other capital 
Cities in Major 
European and Other 
countries 
Understand where 
London is in relation 
to Trowbridge and 
other major Cities in 
UK 
 

Identify transport links between Trowbridge 
and London- include understanding of 
distance and time to travel 
Identify some of key cultural, political and 
economic features of London and 
understand their role 
Identify transport links in London- include 
use of river.  
 
 

Take  photos  of and 
sketch London 
landmarks/ views 
Follow map of 
London to locate 
position and route. 
 

Use maps at different 
scales and for 
different purposes- 
eg Google maps and 
street view, tourist 
maps,  
Follow and plan 
routes between 
places 
Use 4 figure grid 
references to locate 
places 
Use eight compass 
poits to describe 
direction 
 

Use locational 
and place 
knowledge and 
geographical 
language in 
News report of 
visit 

Rivers Name and locate 
major world rivers 
and rivers in UK. 
Locate sources of 
Avon, mouth and 
cities/towns on 
course.  

Study the River 
Avon- its journey 
form source to 
mouth. 
Recognise 
significance of Avon 
mouth as 
international Port. 
Name cities on route 
and understand how 
the river has been/is 
used in different 
cities (egg leisure, 
shipping, 
manufacture)  

Identify features on 
journey of river. 
Understand some 
processes – such as 
meanders and 
oxbow lakes 
Explain the water 
cycle 
  
 

Conduct field work 
at the River Biss and 
associated ponds. 
Collect geographical 
data. Identify 
features. 

Use atlases to locate 
world rivers. 
Use large scale maps 
and satellite images 
to study route of Biss 
and Avon. Use maps 
to locate specific sites 
of interest.  

Communicate 
understanding 
through charts 
and graphs 
(world rivers) 
and diagrams. 



Identify features of 
River Biss- recognise 
it as a tributary. 

Y5/6  In the City 
Not till 22/23 
Post Covid. This 
Years Y45 and 6 o 
visit London and 
City study. 
Y6 22/23 will 
have visited 
London so will 
study this as 
contrasting UK 
city locality 
 

Locate Birmingham 
and understand 
transport links with 
Trowbridge 
(motorway/Train) 
Locate Boulton within 
Birmingham-  
Locate heritage 
countries of 
community in 
Boulton and UK 

Know about local 
area features of 
inner-city locality. 
Compare and 
contrast with 
Trowbridge 

Identify and classify 
places and facilities  
Use geographical  
(demographic) data 
(to identify diversity 
within area) 
Use geographical 
data to make 
comparisons. 
Understand push 
and pull factors in 
Trowbridge and 
Birmingham- 
reasons for 
community 
differences and 
diversity  
 

Use fieldwork to 
survey facilities. 
Record data in 
graphs. 
Present information 
comparing and 
contrasting in visual 
(Venn diagram/ 
double bubble) 
 

Use atlases to identify 
Trowbridge and 
Birmingham, counties 
and transport links- 
motorways and rail. 
Use atlas to locate 
heritage countries. 
Use four figure grid 
references  
Use 6 compass points 
 
 

Record 
information on 
maps – egg 
significant 
heritage 
countries. 
Present 
information in 
charts and 
graphs. 
Use diagrams to 
communicate 
understanding.  

Rivers Name and locate 
major world rivers 
and rivers in UK. 
Locate sources of 
Avon, mouth and 
cities/towns on 
course.  

Study the River 
Avon- its journey 
form source to 
mouth. 
Recognise 
significance of Avon 
mouth as 
international Port. 
Name cities on route 
and understand how 
the river has been/is 
used in different 
cities (egg leisure, 
shipping, 
manufacture)  

Identify features on 
journey of river. 
Understand some 
processes – such as 
meanders and 
oxbow lakes 
Explain the water 
cycle 
  
 

Conduct field work 
at the River Biss and 
associated ponds. 
Collect geographical 
data. Identify 
features. 

Use atlases to locate 
world rivers. 
Use large scale maps 
and satellite images 
to study route of Biss 
and Avon. Use maps 
to locate specific sites 
of interest.  

Communicate 
understanding 
through charts 
and graphs 
(world rivers) 
and diagrams. 



Identify features of 
River Biss- recognise 
it as a tributary. 

London calling Locate London. 
Locate in relation to 
Trowbridge. Locate 
on map route to get 
thee and 
alternatives- egg 
train, motorway. 
Locate places visited 
on London Map. 
Locate other major 
European other 
Capital cities 

Identify key features 
of London (historic 
sites and landmarks 
Know about history 
and development of 
London through 
comparing historical 
maps.  
Link to rivers- 
significance of 
settlement on river. 
Revisit Fire of 
London: no timber 
buildings- st Pauls 
 
 

Understand man 
economic and 
activity in London 
and different areas- 
City, Commerce, 
Westminster- 
politics and 
government, west 
End- tourism. 
Recognise and 
describe key 
transport links and 
connections within 
and reasons for 
these-  

Sketch and take 
photos of London 
landmarks. 
Follow map of 
London to locate 
position and route. 
  
 

Use map of London to 
locate features. 
Use atlas to locate 
London, Trowbridge 
and transport links. 
Use, compare and 
contrast 
topographical and 
topological maps 
Use 4 and 6 figure 
grid reference. 
Use 8 compass points 

- 16 for 
challenge 

Communicate 
through leaflet / 
multimedia 
promoting 
London 

Global Citizen – A 
right to learn 

 Locate Afghanistan 
Locate Musoto within 
Uganda and Africa 
Locate other African 
Countries 

Know some features of Uganda: climate, 
landscape and habitats, farming. 
Know some of features of Mbale including 
daily routines and places 
Understand key development issues 
relating to global poverty and some ways 
that  people are seeking to address they 
(use if the world were a village) 

Use geographical 
data and represent 
in graphs and tables  

Use atlases and 
digital satellite 
imagery at a range of 
scales. 
Use thematic maps to 
eg Human 
development Index 
 

Record data in 
labelled 
diagrams, maps 
and charts.  

 Transition Y6 link 
to PSHE  

Locate home and 
secondary school 
Locate route 
between 

Recognise hazards 
on route 
Plan safe routes for 
walking and cycling 

  Use Google maps – 
satellite and map. 
Identify routes 
Use 6 figure grid 
references 
Use 6 compass 
points.  

 



 


