
Oasis Academy Longmeadow Curriculum Statement for The Early Years and Foundation Stage  

Intent 

Why is Early Years so important? 

Every child deserves the best possible start in life, and we believe that Early Years education plays an 

integral role in ensuring this. Children develop quickly in the Early Years and a child’s experiences 

between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe, and 

happy early childhood provides the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and 

talents as they grow up. High quality Early Years education gives children a broad range of 

knowledge and skills, providing the right foundation for good future progress through school and 

life. Many of our children join us in Reception class with language, knowledge and skills which are 

below age-related expectations.  We are ambitious for all our children and our provision and 

practice is informed by a commitment to help them make accelerated progress so that they are 

ready to succeed in key stage 1 and beyond.  

What does our Early Years approach look like? 

We have a thematic approach to our Early Years teaching and learning; children are immersed in 

carefully selected topics, taught in a variety of ways (see implementation).  The topics allow us to 

make links with our community and the ‘real’ world and this is something we believe to be 

important. We understand that learning linked to children’s interests results in the highest levels of 

engagement and achievement, so we plan for these specific opportunities alongside our thematic 

provision, as well as often following children’s interests in the moment. The educational 

programmes and examples of opportunities we provide are as follows: 

• Communication & Language: high quality interactions, daily sharing of books, role play, 

sustained shared thinking, opportunities to speak and listen to a range of people 

• Personal, Social & Emotional Development: weekly ‘Jigsaw’ lessons, positive and warm adult 

relationships, adult role-modelling and support, assemblies 

• Physical Development: weekly PE lessons, daily outdoor play, daily fine motor strengthening 

activities e.g., making playdough 

• Literacy: daily Phonics lessons, adult-led writing, child-led writing in the enabling 

environment, storytelling, songs and rhymes, individual support to read books matched to 

ability in phonics. 

• Mathematics: daily Maths lessons, support to see maths in the world around us e.g., 

spotting patterns, connections and relationships, frequent and varied opportunities in the 

environment, using a range of manipulatives 

• Understanding the World: weekly thematic inputs including weekly welly walks with 

different focuses, visits, trips. We ensure that children study a balance of learning about the 

natural world people and communities and past and present, building a firm foundation for 

humanities in Key Stage1. 

• Expressive Arts & Design: constant access to the enabling environment including musical 

instruments, role play, small world, construction and media and materials, weekly music 

lessons, dance curriculum within PE, singing assemblies 

We value our partnerships with parents and know that this is a key factor in a child’s success in 

school. Parents are invited into class for ‘Stay and Play’ sessions to play with their child, contribute to 

their learning journey and look other learning documentation in class such as floor books and 



displays. We provide opportunities, such as phonics workshops, to support parents’ understanding 

of the curriculum and how best to support their child. 

 

Implementation 

Our Early Years Curriculum is implemented through a range of different approaches:  

Adult led: Whole class teaching, small groups 

Child initiated: Children’s initiated play- practitioners reflect on how to extend and support the 

child’s environment for the future 

Child led: Children’s play, but an adult is invited into the child’s play and engages e.g., in their role 

play 

Teacher directed: Children are directed by the adults to access an activity, usually independently 

e.g., ‘Rainbow Challenges’  

The balance of these formats’ changes throughout the year as the children grow and develop. For 

example, at the beginning of the year to support the children’s transition from nursery, our 

approach is focussed more on child-initiated and child-led, with some adult led teaching. As we 

progress in the year, adult-led teaching time increases, and teacher-directed activities are 

introduced- we call these Rainbow Challenges. Rainbow challenges are carefully planned activities 

that address the 7 areas of learning, ensuring that every child is experiencing a broad and balanced 

curriculum. Each area of learning is assigned a colour and the children collect the corresponding-

coloured lolly stick to put in their cups. By the end of the week, the aim is for the children to have 

completed all 7 challenges and the adults keep track of children who may be more reluctant to 

spend time on a particular activity and reflect on how we can present this activity in a way that may 

be more engaging for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When planning opportunities and guiding children in their learning, we ensure that we provide 

opportunities for children to develop ‘Characteristics of effective learning’: 

• Playing and Exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  

• Active Learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 

achievements  



• Creating and Thinking Critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between 

ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 

Early Reading 

Early reading is initially taught through a synthetic phonics approach following the progression 

outlined in Letters and Sounds. In 2021-2 we have introduced the Bookwings phonics approach which 

teaches phonics in the context of ‘real books.  Pupils learn single graphemes first. They then learn to 

decode by blending and learn to recognise ‘tricky words’ that do not conform to phonics rules. 

We ensure our earliest readers are supported to consolidate and apply their phonics skills to reading 

books. Their earliest ‘book banded’ reading books used at home and at school match the phonics rules 

they have learned, and do not include unfamiliar sounds. We worked with the English Hub to source 

reading books which closely match the phonics early readers are learning. 

However, we are mindful that phonetic decoding is only one reading strategy. Our children 

ultimately need to learn and apply a range of strategies including using contextual and linguistic 

cues. From the very earliest reading, we develop children’s comprehension, discussing what has 

happened in stories and what information is in books.  In Reception we ask children What? Who? 

Where? questions first. We then help children to infer meaning, discussing the meaning of unknown 

words considering characters’ motives and predicting what might happen next. 

We encourage children to enjoy reading in different contexts. Dedicated, high quality story time 

each day ensures children experience a wide range of core texts and stories. They also hear and 

discuss new vocabulary and learn about different characters and settings, for example.  The use of 

rhyme and repetitive texts supports children to recognise and predict sounds, words, and phrases. 

An inviting book area is a focus of the class and children are invited to read there with adults 

throughout the day 

Reading is encouraged across the EYFS curriculum and high-quality texts are offered and promoted 

in different areas of provision. 

Impact 

 

 

We measure progress and children’s learning across the year through formative and summative 
assessment which are based on the teacher’s knowledge of the child, supported by evidence from 
the children’s learning journeys. Nearly all our children make expected or better progress from their 
starting points.  
By the time children begin year 1 children are confident, able to work and play kindly with their 
peers and are ready for Key Stage 1. They can blend graphemes and read simple texts, write 
sentences, and talk about their ideas with confidence. They have a good grasp of numbers within 20 
and have learned about a range of different people and places. 
They have taken part in experiences in and beyond the local area- learning about different people 
and places,  
They move to year 1 with sound personal, social, and emotional skills, able to share, take turns and 
understand others’ feelings.  
Above all, feedback from children and parents tells us that they have enjoyed learning as a highly 
supportive and positive experience, and this provides strong foundations for their future learning 
journey.  


