
Lesson Progression 

 

 

Which symbols represent 
Christmas and what do 

they mean?

What do Christmas 
symbols represent for 

Christians?

What is 
incarnation?

What is the most significant 
part of the Nativity story for 

Christians today?

How do Christmas 
symbols link to each 

other? 

What are 

symbols? 

Nina Simone Class – Christianity (Christmas) 

What is the most significant part of the Nativity story for Christians today? 

 

I Can 

 Describe what a symbol is 

 Identify which Christmas symbols are commercial and which 

are Christian  

 Retell the Nativity story and explain why its significant for 

Christians 

 Identify symbols in the Nativity story  

 Explain the meaning of Christmas symbols for Christians 

 Describe what incarnation means.  

 Reflect on how I feel about Christian beliefs 

 Explain the most significant part of the Nativity story for 

Christians today 

 Describe the effects of deforestation and what we can do to 

stop it.     

 

I Know 

Many Christians believe Jesus is an incarnation (human form) of God and that God is all 

three parts of the Holy Trinity. God the father, God the son (Jesus) and God the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

The elements of the Christingle have a symbolism 

 The orange represents the world. 

 The candle reminds Christians of Jesus whom they believe to be the light of the 

world. 

 The red ribbon goes all round the 'world' and being the colour of blood, reminds 

Christians that Jesus died. 

 The four cocktail sticks are the four seasons  

 The sweets (or sometimes dried fruit) remind Christians of God's gifts to the 

world  

 

Symbols for Christians at Christmas 

 The angel symbolises that Jesus was not just an ordinary man. Angels are not an 

everyday occurrence and were there to show people that Jesus was a special gift 

from God. The Incarnation of God.  

 The star guided the wise men just as Jesus is the light that guides people to God.  

 The wise men and the Shepherds are an interesting contrast between rich and 

poor, symbolising that Jesus is a gift from God to everyone.  

 The gifts from the wise men: gold is a precious metal symbolising how precious 

Jesus is and represents his Kingship. Frankincense is used in perfume and incense 

and represents Jesus’ priestly role. Myrrh is also used in perfumes and incense and 

in Jesus’ day was an embalming ointment which symbolises his death. 

 The manger and stable were humble beginnings for a ‘King’. 

 The stable continues to represent humble beginnings as there was no room for 

Jesus which runs parallel to people not finding room in their lives for God. 

 Jesus as God’s son symbolises God’s gift to the world in order to save and help the 

world. 

 

Vocabulary  
Incarnation, Christingle, Nativity, symbol, significant, commercial, 

embalming. 
 

Christmas Symbols 


