
Intent 

Why do our children learn music? 

Music is a universal language, and we recognise it as one of the highest forms of creativity. Through 

our high-quality teaching, we aim to inspire a love of Music and give children the opportunity to 

develop self-confidence and creativity. We are passionate about broadening children’s experiences 

and see Music as an integral part to developing cultural capital.  

What do our children learn in music? 

Our Music curriculum is made up of 3 areas of learning: listen and appraise, improvise and compose, 

play and perform. These 3 areas of learning within Music encompass the skills and knowledge 

needed to build a holistic curriculum.  Our curriculum is consistent, and each year group follows the 

same 3 areas of learning, however it is still progressive, and each unit of work builds on prior 

knowledge and experiences.  

Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 

use and understand staff and other musical notations. 

Listen and Appraise 

In Key Stage One, children are taught to listen with concentration and show an understanding of a 

range of high-quality live and recorded music.  

In Key Stage Two, children continue to develop these stills by paying more attention to detail. They 

are able to recall sounds with increasing aural memory. Children continue to listen to a range of high 

quality and live recorded music; these are drawn from different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians. Children also develop an understanding of the history of Music. 

Improvise and Compose 

In Key Stage One, children are given the opportunity to experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

In Key Stage Two, children develop an understanding of musical composition. They organise and 

manipulate ideas within musical structures and reproduce sounds from aural memory. Children 

improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 

use and understand staff and other musical notations.  

Play & Perform 

In Key Stage One, children are taught to use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 

and speaking chants and rhymes. They play tuned and untuned instruments musically.  

In Key Stage Two, children continue with singing and playing and do so with increasing confidence 

and control. They play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 

musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

 

 

 



Implementation 

Charanga 

Our school uses Charanga to support in the delivery of our Music curriculum. The children usually 

experience a weekly lesson delivered by either their class teacher or our PPA teacher. Learning with 

Charanga is fun and engaging and through this we aim to inspire a love of music for all. Charanga 

supports our curriculum intent of teaching children across the 3 areas of learning: listen and 

appraise, improvise and compose, play and perform. 

First Access 

Our school uses the First Access funding provided by Wiltshire Council to enhance our Music 

curriculum. Each year, at least one class will be taught to learn to play an instrument. These can 

change yearly; in the past we have taught the ukulele and ocarina. Each child has their own 

instrument and is either taught by a skilled teacher from our school or by a First Access tutor. 

Enrichment 

Our enrichment programme includes: 

• Weekly singing assemblies 

• Choirs 

• Performances 

• Trowbridge Musical Festival 

• Experiences of live music through trips and visitors  

 

Impact 

The children at Oasis Academy Longmeadow enjoy music and this is shown through high levels of 

engagement during lessons and extracurricular activities. Children are keen to participate and have 

particularly enjoyed our First Access programme where they have learnt to play instruments such as 

the ukulele. Children freely express opinions on Music and listen carefully to the pieces before 

answering questions about what they can hear. In these sessions, children are beginning to show an 

understanding of the dimensions of music and are particularly confident with finding the pulse and 

rhythm of a piece of music. Children are beginning to show an understanding of the history of music 

by talking about if the music sounds old or new and what it reminds them of. Children are beginning 

to understand musical notation and use this knowledge to improve, create, play and perform. 

 

 

 


