
Oasis Academy Longmeadow Curriculum Statement: Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)  

 
Why our children learn MFL 
The National Curriculum states: “Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and 
provides an opening to other cultures.” 
 
At Oasis Academy Longmeadow, the study of Modern Foreign Languages is part of our commitment 
to broaden children’s horizons, build cultural capital and celebrate all forms of diversity, including 
cultural and linguistic. Through our high-quality lessons, we encourage pupils’ curiosity and deepen 
their understanding of the word. Through learning different languages, the children experience new 
ways of thinking, and build skills to communicate for different purposes. They also make connections 
between their learning English and in the modern foreign language.  By learning a different 
language, we are supporting opportunities to develop further fluency and linguistic agility, building 
foundations for learning further languages, equipping pupils to travel, study and work in other 
countries.  
 
 
Intent – What our children learn in MFL 
Here at Oasis Academy Longmeadow, we teach French. MFL lessons begin in Year 3, providing 
children with a good foundation of basic phrases and vocabulary. As children progress through key 
stage 2, they are taught to speak, read, and write more complex French phrases and sentences. 
Vocabulary and grammar are built up systematically so that children can make connections with, 
apply, and build upon previous learning.  By year 6, children will start to communicate sequences of 
sentences (verbally and writing) creating short conversations and paragraphs containing a range of 
information and description details. Key topics are revisited to build long-term memory.  
 

Our French lessons cover a range of skills (all derived from the National Curriculum). These include 
to:  
• listen to spoken French and respond. 
• read written French and respond.  
• listen to songs and rhymes and link them to spelling, sounds and meaning of words. 
• engage in conversations and ask/answer questions 
• speak in sentences using accurate pronunciation and intonation. 
• present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 
• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases, and sentences 
• appreciate stories, songs, poems, and rhymes in French 
• write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences 
• describe people, places, objects, and actions orally and in writing 
• develop awareness of different cultural festivals and celebrations 
• understanding the culture of the countries where the language is spoken (French Culture) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



There are four main skills which children will explore in every year group. Together these underpin 

the children’s thinking, understanding and communication. All four are explored during every lesson 

MFL lesson.  

· Speaking fluently – this concept involves using key vocabulary and phrases to verbally 

communicate ideas 

· Reading fluently – this concept involves recognising key vocabulary and phrases 

· Writing imaginatively – this concept involves using key vocabulary and phrases to 

write ideas 

· Understanding French culture – this concept involves the background knowledge and 

cultural capital needed to understand the meaning for the new theme/topic taught.  

 

Implementation – How we teach MFL 

At Oasis Academy Longmeadow we make purposeful use of La Jolie Ronde language programme. In 

addition, we use video clips showing everyday life in France which provides the children with a 

better understanding of the French culture and language. Other resources such as flashcards, games, 

books, and French artefacts are used to provide interactive and fun sessions.  

Young children are highly receptive to new words and sounds, which become familiar quickly.  They 
soon become confident with using phrases from a foreign language. This is why our lessons contain 
songs and rhymes, stories, games and drama to help them to absorb the language. We also provide 
regular opportunities to for children to read, write and converse in French in weekly lessons. 
 
Each term, the children develop their cultural knowledge and understanding through learning about 
a French festival or celebration. They experience what Christmas, Easter, April Fool’s day and Bastille 
Day is like in France. This provides them with experiences to enjoy the French culture.  
 

Impact 

The interactive and well-structured teaching of French at Oasis Academy Longmeadow results in a 

fun, engaging and high quality MFL education for all abilities.  Our aim is for all our children to 

achieve fluency in French and confidence in verbalising the language. This develops over time for all 

students across Key Stage 2.  The children will also have a deeper understanding of cultural diversity 

through termly French festival/celebration experiences. This new knowledge is used during cross 

curricular lessons and wider curriculum teaching. By the end of year 6 children are enthusiastic and 

confident language learners, who can make and use links between vocabulary and grammar in 

French and English.  They have an interest and curiosity in new and unfamiliar places and cultures 

and are ready to develop their understanding further in Key Stage 3. 

The MFL subject leader monitors teaching and learning and pupil outcomes assessment for learning 

within lessons and periodic formal assessments. Pupil conferences evaluate children’s attitudes to 

and confidence in, their language learning.   

 

 


