
 

 

 

 

Oasis Academy Longmeadow – Curriculum Statement September 2020 

 
In line with the Oasis’ Education Charter, the curriculum is the heart of our academy’s educational 

provision. Through this - and our commitment to an exceptional climate for learning and great 

pedagogy - we make learning the foundation of every lesson. We have designed our curriculum to 

meet the needs of all, striving for personal as well as academic and vocational excellence. Through 

our curriculum we will achieve outcomes that drive social mobility and give everyone freedom of 

choice throughout their lives.  

 The Oasis ethos and 9 Habits are a foundation stone to the design and delivery of our 

curriculum. We know that the development of character doesn’t happen by chance but by 

purpose and intention: it is therefore an explicit part of our curriculum. We therefore work 

hard at preparing our students to be the best version of themselves not just for today but 

for their futures too.  At Oasis Academy Longmeadow the 9 habits are explicitly taught 

through PSHE, with a different focus each term. They are also taught informally though 

assemblies, and through the termly celebration of ‘Nine Habit Heroes’ 

 Our curriculum has been designed to ensure our young people thrive, achieve and flourish. It 

enables them to understand what it is to be human and equips them for life so that they 

become kind and model citizens. Our curriculum not only develops our young people 

academically but socially, emotionally, culturally, physically and spiritually.  

 Whilst our knowledge-rich curriculum is designed to ensure the very best academic 

outcomes for our young people using the latest research in how the brain and memory 

works, it is about so much more than simply securing great results. It is about our academy’s 

determination to achieve excellence with equity and integrity: where we bring advantage to 

the disadvantaged, where barriers to learning are successfully overcome and there are no 

limits to the achievement and ambition of our most able. 

 This will mean that all children, whatever their background, starting point and life 

experience, develop a strong grasp of the key learning skills, attitudes and knowledge they 

need to make an excellent start to secondary education. This will be delivered through the 

crafted experiences of a stimulating, broad and balanced context-based curriculum that is 

not restricted to just skills and knowledge for Reading, Writing and Maths. 

 

Curriculum Intent: Why? Our aims for our children.  



At Oasis Academy Longmeadow we want to nurture happy, healthy children, enabling them to love 

learning and enjoy precious childhood experiences.  We also look to the future and want to equip 

our children to live successful and fulfilled lives. We know that we are teaching children in rapidly 

changing times. The future is one in which our children will face many challenges, and many 

opportunities, some of which we can only guess at. Our curriculum is our key vehicle to equip 

children not only to thrive in the world which they inherit from us, but also to shine. We want our 

children to have the knowledge, skills, values and attitudes to be able to seize the opportunities the 

future offers and to take an active part in solving the challenges it presents. We are designing our 

curriculum to: 

 Inspire our children and excite them about the world they live in and the opportunities open 

to them. 

 Equip our children with the knowledge and understanding which provides cultural capital 

and diminishes disadvantage.  

 Engage and motivate our children so they participate fully and actively in learning. 

 Provide opportunities for children to reason and think critically 

 Foster a sense of belonging and pride in their community and the wider world. 

 Expand children’s horizons- nurture high aspirations and inform and enthuse them about the 

wealth of possibilities available to them 

 Empower our  children to be active citizens with a positive attitude and desire to make a 

difference 

 Help our children to live healthy lives and make positive choices 

 Help children build rich schema of knowledge which are firm foundations for the next stage 

in their learning. Our curriculum for end of Key Stage 2 is informed through trust-wide 

consultation with key stage 3 teachers. 

Curriculum is one of the three strands which will enable us to achieve our goals. Our curriculum is 

our core offer. 

It goes hand in hand with: 

Character development- which is achieved through the relationships we have with children, the care 

we give them and the values we model. 

Competence- our pedagogy, and the skills for learning and life which we develop in our children. 

 

Implementation: 

Children’s experience of the curriculum 

Children’s experience of learning, as well as its content, is a very important aspect of our curriculum. 

We believe the experiences children have through their learning, will help shape their values and 

attitudes and support wellbeing and development of character.  We also believe that learning which 

is rooted in real experiences is deeper and longer lasting. We use key experiences to provide 

powerful contexts for learning. We have embedded them to make sure that children encounter 

them each year. These include 

 Enjoying art and culture 

 Celebrating diversity and developing global perspective 

 Connecting with nature and learning outdoors 



 Linking with the community and the locality 

 Making a difference 

We work hard to build partnership with other providers to enrich and enhance our provision. We 

want our children to know about and be familiar with local places of interest, many of which, such 

as Stonehenge and the Roman Baths, have global significance.  We work closely with Trowbridge 

Museum, for example, to enable our children to access local primary sources of evidence and 

expertise. We also have partnership with the Biss Meadows Nature reserve and visit to learn about 

Science and Geography. 

We also work hard to expose our children to powerful role models, who can present a particular 

experience or pathway. For example children meet scientists and engineers form the University 

of Bath as part of ‘Bath taps into science’ festival and nurses when learning about Florence 

Nightingale. Our Y6 students enjoy a taster day at the University of Bath.  

The importance of Vocabulary 

We know that vocabulary is key to understanding and communicating ideas and therefore the explicit 

teaching of key vocabulary is a fundamental part of our practice. 

Key subject content words are explained and displayed in each lesson- and key words for the unit are 

displayed in class throughout the term. Teachers identify the key vocabulary when planning and it is 

highlighted on children’s knowledge organisers.  

Key pedagogical language which children need to know what to do is also carefully identified and 

explained in lessons. Children are supported to recognise when these are used in different subjects to 

help them transfer their understanding and make connections. They are also supported to understand 

when words may have a specific meaning in one subject than in everyday language (such as mean, 

translate, difference). 

Language is explicitly modelled by teachers and children have opportunities to use the language 

through talk in each lesson before writing it down.  They are challenged to use academic language in 

full sentences where appropriate and sentence frames and starters are used throughout the 

curriculum to support this.  

Teachers consider the language functions across the curriculum, for example explaining, describing, 

justifying and in all subjects provide frames and scaffolds to enable their children to communicate 

their thinking effectively. 

We make the link between the power of reading to develop vocabulary and teaching in different 

subjects. Core texts for reading and English are often chosen to make links across the curriculum and 

provide further opportunities for children to hear and understand key language in different contexts 

Additional support for learning 

We use a number of key strategies in addition to quality first teaching to support children who are at 

risk of underachieving and to ‘fill gaps’ identified by assessment.  

 Investment in 1-1 reading support for children in key Stage 1 and less fluent children in Key 

Stage 2. 

 ‘Catch-up’ mathematics sessions using mathematics mastery ‘gap filling’ intervention to 

support children who need to close gaps in basic maths knowledge and understanding.  



 ‘Keep-up’ maths sessions for children who need additional support to access learning and 

maintain progress within age-related expectations. These sessions are of delivered through 

pre-teaching, familiarising children with mathematical concepts, models and language before 

the main class lesson. * 

 Writing conferencing. Individual weekly coaching for children to improve their writing. This 

includes working with children to set clear incremental weekly targets for improving their 

writing; modelling improvements and supporting practice and reviewing progress.  This 

follows a plan, do review approach. 

We use the strategies outlined above as they have been proven to significantly accelerate progress in 

our school. Our monitoring has shown that the interventions asterisked above are most effective 

when delivered by class teachers, and therefore we invest in cover for our teachers to deliver this 

additional support. We deliver these interventions in 10 week sequences which have clear entry and 

exit criteria. Progress is reviewed at the end of each sequence, and where necessary further support 

is provided. For examples of other support programmes and strategies please see our SEND policy and 

plans. 

 

The Informal curriculum and extra-curricular provision 

We recognise that our opportunity to transform lives extends beyond the formal curriculum. Our 

commitment to providing students with a wide range of extra-curricular clubs and activities adds 

depth and breadth to our provision and allow our students to develop interests outside of the formal 

curriculum. We ensure that we provide a wide range of cultural, sporting and other activities which 

appeal to as wide a range of children as possible. We monitor participation and encourage the most 

disadvantaged to take part. 

We harness opportunities for children to engage with and understand events and issues locally and 

in the wider world in order to inform and empower them. For example, we participate in events 

such as Children in Need, Anti-Bullying week and Remembrance commemorations. We also hold a 

weekly ‘News assembly’ for children in Year 2 and upwards. This provides opportunities to explain 

and discuss issues and events which they may be seeing and hearing about through a range of 

media. This enables us to develop an active interest in current affairs and critical thinking. It provides 

an opportunity for us to discuss ‘Fake news’.  

We harness every opportunity to develop children’s cultural capital. Visits to galleries, museums and 

the theatre are embedded as core provision. Children learn about the greatest musicians, authors 

poets and composers, and we work hard to make sure that the diversity of our community is 

represented.  For example each year class names follow a theme, such as famous artists, musicians, 

inventors. In the first week of term children learn about their allocated person, their work and 

significance. Many of our children are unaware of national and international cultural or sporting 

events Therefore we involve the whole school in experiencing high profile activities , for example 

through occasionally watching significant matches or tournaments during school (in a news assembly 

or over lunchtime for example).  

 

 

 



Impact: 

We work very hard to make sure that, at the end of each key stage, children are ready for the next 

stage of their education.  (In developing our curriculum we consulted with key stage 3 leaders to 

improve our understanding of the key skills and concepts children will need in year 7).a strong 

emphasis on ensuring children can read fluently is fundamental to this and most children are now 

making strong progress in their reading.  The curriculum is built up systematically and revisited so 

that children’s learning is embedded. Assessments, including quizzes, show that children have strong 

knowledge of areas studied, enjoy learning and can talk with increasing fluency about their learning 

using appropriate vocabulary.  

Our curriculum is broad and children have the opportunity to build skill and experience in different 

subjects and to showcase their achievements in a wide range of ways. Every child has a chance to 

flourish and is supported to achieve their best. 

Rich and challenging experiences, ensure that our children also have strong personal and 

interpersonal skills, including problem-solving and managing risks which support them in further 

learning.  

  

 

Curriculum statements with further detail are available for individual subjects: Please see the 

Curriculum approach Section of the Website , or contact our school office for further detail. 

 

 


